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Observation: The magnitude of the deformation is largest near the contour. In the fprmlet theory (Oleskiw et al 2010, Elder et al 2013). shape is the outcome of a sequence
of localized deformations of an embryonic shape (e.g., an ellipse)

However, qualitatively, the deformation appears to be largest near salient features of the shapes.

Here we demonstrate a new spatial illusion in which the presence of a natural shape deforms the
surrounding space. This distortion is predicted by theories in which shape is represented neurally

as a series of spatial deformation processes (Grenander et al 2007, Oleskiw et al 2010, Elder et . o
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